BETTER SAFE THAN SORRY ...

“Ommegang is proud of our accomplishment in
building a thriving, sustainable and
environmentally conscious business in upstate
New York. We are a company that enjoys a
national reputation for super-premium quality
beers produced in upstate New York and we hope
that the state and local regulators attach value to
what we do for the region in terms of employment
and our representation of upstate New York in
restaurants and grocery stores across the nation.
We are deeply concerned at the threat posed by
development of drilling in the region and the risk
to the purity of the water on which we depend, and
which is a key reason we are located here.”

-- Simon Thorpe, President/CEQ of Brewery
Ommegang, Cooperstown, New York

“I want to alert you to a less obvious effect
that hydrofracking will have on us and on the
NYS farms whose products we make a great
effort to buy. We are very responsive to the
needs of our shoppers. If hydrofracking is
allowed to go forward our shoppers are
certain to be asking us if the fruits, vegetables,
dairy products, eggs and meats from New
York State are produced in areas where
hydrofracking is taking place. It will not take
many inquiries for us to start researching
alternatives to NYS products.”

-- Joe Holtz, General Manager of Park Slope
Food Coop Inc, Brooklyn, New York

“At the Co-op, we work hard to support our
Western New York farms. Our business depends
on their survival. But if our customers tell us to
source clean natural foods from non-
hydrofracking regions, we and other grocers
will shift our purchasing dollars elsewhere.
Hydrofracking may create a few jobs in the
energy industry, but it will put at risk our Co-op
and all of local partners we do business with.”
-- Tim Bartlett, General Manager of Lexington
Co-operative Market, Buffalo, New York

FRACKING
THE FARM

Concern For Our Foodshed

A foodshed outlines a particular area from which
food is grown, processed, purchased and
consumed. Researcher Christian Peters and others
at Cornell University mapped potential foodsheds
for the largest upstate cities. Map b shows where
grass-based agricultural products (meat) might
travel in a more localized foodshed for the cities of
Buffalo (red), Rochester (green), Syracuse (gold),
Albany (blue), and Poughkeepsie (yellow). Notice
the area in purple which indicates an excess of
meat production for the southern tier cities
(Alfred, Elmira, Binghamton) sufficient to supply
NY City, but which overlies the Marcellus shale.

Local Food Production
Incompatible with Gas
Drilling and Production

A Shrinking Agricultural Base
Pennsylvania agricultural agencies
report that 25% of farmers receiving
royalty payments discontinued
farming, while another 25%
converted from dairy farms to grazing
operations. Agencies question
whether the remaining small dairy
farms provide enough of a critical
mass to remain viable.

You can help. Get involved. Find an
organization near you at:

www.DamascusCitizens.org

Sources quoted can be found at:
https://acrobat.com/#d=nZsSXQ3jSFGOpOf41XyczQ
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