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Deeu Ms,

The Department has mvestlgated the p0351ble degl adation of your water supply in response cto |
“your 7/8/2010 complaint that recent gas well drilling activities may have affected your water
well. On 7/14/2010, 1 collected samples from your home water supply. The sample was

_ submitted to the Department’s laboratory in Harrisburg for analysis.” The analytical report for the
. sample is included, as well as documents that will assist you with interpreting the sample results,
The investigation of your water well indicates methane is present at 56.3 mg/l in your water
supply. Predrill sample analysis of your water supply did not find the presence of the methane
gas, The sample results indicate that gas well d,rllhng has impacted your home water supply.

Methane is the predommant comp onent of natural gas. Drmkmg water standard limitations have
not been established for methane gas and we do not know of any associated health risks. The
- true level of concern begins above 28 mg/l methane, Whloh is what we call the saturation level.
At this level, under normal atmospheric pressure, the water cannot hold additional methane. The
potential hazard occurs when the water is used for extended periods of time. This may allow the
gas to come out of the water and concentrate in the air space of your home or building, There is
a physical danger of fire or explosion due to the migration of natural gas into water wells, ot
through soils into dwellings where it could be ignited by sources that are present in most
-homes/buildings, Natural 8gas can also cause a thrcat of asphyxmtlon although this is extremely

rare.

When the Department is made aware of methane levels greater than 3 mg/l, we notify the water
supply owner of the hazards associated with methane in their water supply. Please be aware
‘however, that the methane Ievels can fluctuate somewhat, This means that even with a relatively .
low level of methane, you should b vigilant of ohanges in your Water that could mdlcate an
increase in methane concentrauon , :

Itis the Department s recommenda’uon that all water wells should be equlpped wﬂh a workin g
vent, ThlS will help allewate the poss1b111ty of conocntratmg these gases in areas Where 1gn1t1011 .
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