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Dear Mr.

“The Department has.investigated the possible dcf_rradat‘oq of your water supply well lacated at

' PA, n respense to a 10/26/2G10 complaint that recex
gas well dnlhng activitics may have afizcted your water well. On 11/23/2010, the Depariment
collected samples from your water supply. The samples were submitted to th_e Depaﬂment’..

. laboratory in ITamisburg for znatysis. The analytical reporis for the semples are included, as well
as cocuments that will assist you with interpreting the semple results. The sample results showed
meikane is present af 22.4 mp/l in your water supply. Methane gas was #lso detécted in the

- headspace of your water well. The Department inv esti D‘I:lt] on indicates that gas well dnhmg has
impacted your water suppiy. :

Methane is the predonunant component of natural gas. Drinking water standard ilmitations have
not been established for methane gas 2nd the Department is not eware ofany associated health
risks. The true level of concern beging above 28 mg/t methane, w‘ncw isrefered to as the '
saturafion level., At this level, under normal atmospheric pressure, {he water capnot hold
additional methage in solulion. The potential hazard occurs when the water is used for extended
oeriods of tiwe. This may allow the gas to come out of the water and concentrate in the air space
of your home or building. There is a physical danger of firz or explosion due to the migration of
ratiral gasinto warer weils or thiough soils into dweilings where it could be ignited by sources
that are present in mest homes/buildings. Natiral gas can.also cause a threat of asphyxiation,
‘elthough this is exiremely rare. : '

When the Department is made aware of methane levels greater than 3 mp/l, we notify the water
supply owner of the hazards associated with methanc in their water supply. Please be aware
however, that the methane levels can fluciuate. This means that éven with a relatively low level
~ of methane, you should be viglant of changes in your water that could indicate an increascin
- methane concentration.: R - C ST
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